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INTRODUCTION
• Our text for today is ACTS 5:17-42.

• 1) The Need for Hero’s, 2) The Hero of Hero’s 3) The Unstoppable Hero

1. THE NEED FOR HEROES

EXPLAIN

• Joseph Campbell has done probably the most prolific writing on what it looks like to be a Hero.
HERO’S
1) Follow Character over Appearance
• Stars walk in crowds and try and please the masses / Hero’s walk alone and care more about doing what is RIGHT.

2) Are Loyal to something Higher than their own Hearts

• In our day, we’re told to “follow our heart” and “the only truth is that which you feel in your heart.”
• Hero’s are those who suppress their selfish desires & say no to that voice that says “run away and hide” “this is too hard”

3) Substitute themselves for the good of others

• Q. How many stories can you think of where the main character gives themselves up so that others can be saved?
Harry Potter in the Deathly Hallows? William Wallace in Braveheart? Frodo in the Lord of the Rings? Harry Stamper
(Bruce Willis) in Armageddon? Bruce Wayne in the Dark Knight and the Dark Knight Rises?

• WE DESPERATELY NEED HERO’S TODAY! Our world is filled with Stars, but there are few Hero’s.
• THE EARLY CHURCH NEEDED HERO’S TOO! That’s exactly what they got with the Apostles.
But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, the party of the Sadducees), and
filled with jealousy 18 they arrested the apostles and put them in the public prison. 19 But during the
night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out, and said, 20 “Go and stand in
the temple and speak to the people all the words of this Life.” 21 And when they heard this, they
entered the temple at daybreak and began to teach.
Now when the high priest came, and those who were with him, they called together the council, all the
senate of the people of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them brought. 22 But when the officers
came, they did not find them in the prison, so they returned and reported, 23 “We found the prison
securely locked and the guards standing at the doors, but when we opened them we found no one
inside.” 24 Now when the captain of the temple and the chief priests heard these words, they were
greatly perplexed about them, wondering what this would come to. 25 And someone came and told
them, “Look! The men whom you put in prison are standing in the temple and teaching the people.”
26 Then the captain with the officers went and brought them, but not by force, for they were afraid of
being stoned by the people.
27 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest questioned
them, 28 saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem
with your teaching, and you intend to bring this man's blood upon us.” 29 But Peter and the apostles
answered, “We must obey God rather than men.”
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APPLY (Q. What does this mean for us? I have three Questions for you)
Q1. Do you follow Character over Appearance?

1. If the Apostles cared more about what people thought than what was true, they would
have seen how upset the leaders were at them and would’ve gone home and kept quiet.
2. If we care more about what people think about us than what is true, we’ll do the same
thing. We’ll live nominal lives, keeping quiet about the truth of the gospel. We’ve got to be
more concerned about what’s true, rather than what’s easy!

Q2. Are you loyal to something (someOne) higher than your own heart?

1. Do you think it was easy for the Apostles to be loyal to Jesus? NO. WAY! Do you think
they didn’t have that voice that said, “Just go home. This is too hard. It’s not worth it.”
They did.
2. You’re going to be constantly temped to exchange the truth about Jesus for a lie and
worship and serve yourself rather than Him! Do you know that? Are you saying “no” to
temporary comfort in sin and “yes” to eternal joy in Jesus?
3. Can you say with the Apostles, “We must obey God rather than man” ?

Q3. Are you substituting yourself for the good of others?

1. The early church was so powerful because they understood very clearly that for people to meet Jesus and be saved, they were going to have to turn off their TV’s, put down
their books, get out of the house and tell people about Jesus. They also knew that they were
going to be beaten and abused in order for people to be rescued from their sin and death.

If people are going to meet Jesus, you are going to have to suffer.

If GRAVE INJUSTICES in this world are going to end, you’re going to have to suffer.

2. You are going to have to put to death some of your hobbies that consume all of your
time. You are going to have to put to death your fear of man—wanting everyone to like
you. You are going to have yo accept that fact that many people won’t like you for being
honest with them.

The Apostles did ALL OF THESE THINGS! The early Church needed it TERRIBLY, and so
does the church today—not just the church, but our world! We need heroes!

Q. But how? The answer is in the next verses—the answer is the Hero of Heroes.
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2. THE HERO OF HEROES

EXPLAIN

The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted him
at his right hand as Leader (Archegos) and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.
32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who
obey him.”
• Peter calls Jesus a peculiar word in verse 31—In the Greek it’s “ARCHEGOS.”
• It’s difficult to translate into English—over the years It’s been translated “Leader” “Author” “Trailblazer” “Captain” and “Prince.”
• Probably the best translation into English would be “Hero.”
• This word “ARCHEGOS” was used in Greek Mythology—mostly describing Hercules.
• Peter borrows this word, mostly used in Greek Mythology and says “there IS an Archegos—a hero!”
30

ILLUSTRATE

• This is equivalent to someone standing up today at Comic Con and saying, “There really is a
Clark Kent—there really is a Superman! There really is One who came from outside this world to
save us from evil at great cost to himself! All of those heroes that, when you hear their stories make
your heart burn within you, they are but a shadow, a glimpse, a foretaste of this true Hero! His name
is Jesus Christ!

APPLY

Q. What did Jesus do to become this Hero? How can Peter make such a claim?
(He says it in verse 30)

1) Jesus lived in our place, 2) was killed in our place, and 3) arose from the dead in our place.

1. Jesus’ lived a life of Character over Appearance. (tempted without sin)

2. Jesus was loyal to something (someOne) higher than his own heart. (Father)
3. Jesus substituted himself for the good of others. (his life/our life)

Jesus is THE ARCHEGOS—the Hero—because He didn’t just defeat
our external enemies. Jesus defeated the very enemy within us.
• “to give repentance…” (vv. 31) “The Holy Spirit has been given to those who obey Him.” (vv. 32)

• HERE’S THE PROBLEM: we all too often live as though this whole
thing is riding on us, when, in fact, this whole thing is riding/"
The message of Christianity is “Jesus has done everything for us.”
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3. THE UNSTOPPABLE HERO
When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. 34 But a Pharisee in the council
named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, stood up and gave orders to put
the men outside for a little while. 35 And he said to them, “Men of Israel, take care what you are about
to do with these men. 36 For before these days Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed
and came to nothing. 37 After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and drew away
some of the people after him. He too perished, and all who followed him were scattered. 38 So in the
present case I tell you, keep away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; 39 but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You might even
be found opposing God!” So they took his advice, 40 and when they had called in the apostles, they
beat them and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 Then they left the
presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name.
42 And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and preaching that the Christ is Jesus.
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